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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claims 1-7 and 22-28, drawn to an apparatus and method for printing on a 
continuous web comprising an undriven platen roller, classified in class 
400, subclass 611. 

II. Claims 8-21 and 29-37, drawn to an apparatus and method for printing on 
a continuous web comprising a driven platen roller, classified in class 400, 
subclass 611. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of 
operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In 
the instant case the different inventions are not disclosed as capable of use together 
and have different modes of operation, as the platen roller in each is operated in a 
different manner. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

2. During a telephone conversation with Melissa Buss on May 5, 2004 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of group II, claims 8-21 and 
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29-37. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office 
action. Claims 1-7 and 22-28 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 
37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(i). 



Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 144. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: 
64, 142a, 142b. 

A proposed drawing correction, corrected drawings, or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference sign(s) in the description, are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 6, 
line 16, it appears that the word "of between "apparatus" and "further" is unnecessary. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 11,14 and 30-31 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1 1 , on line 2, it appears that the word "at" is missing after both instances 
of the word "roller". 

In claim 14, on line 2, it appears that the word "platter" should be "platen" instead. 
For the purposes of prosecution this has been assumed to be the case. 

In claim 30, on line 4, it appears that the word "drive" should be "driven" instead. 
For the purposes of prosecution this has been assumed to be the case. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

6. Claims 11-14 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Applicant is 
reminded that the subject matter of an apparatus claim must provide further structure to 
the apparatus in order to be considered proper. Claims 1 1-14 do not provide further 
structural limitations for the apparatus. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 8, 29 and 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by PGPUB 2002/0090244 to Wood et al. 

With respect to claim 8, Wood et al. teaches an apparatus, 10, for printing on a 
continuous web, 20, of linerless tape for subsequent application to an article, the 
continuous web, 20, of linerless tape defined by a print side, 40, and an adhesive side, 
42, the apparatus comprising: a support, 52, for a continuous web, 20, of linerless tape; 
a driven platen roller, 24, located downstream of the support; a print head, 60, 
associated with the driven platen roller, 24, wherein the driven platen roller directs the 
continuous web of linerless tape past the print head for printing on the print side thereof; 
and a driven roller, 82, positioned adjacent the platen roller and downstream of the print 
head for pulling the web of linerless tape from the platen roller, 24. See page 4, 
paragraphs 30-34 and Figures 1, 2 and 4a. 

With respect to claim 29, Wood et al. teaches a method of printing indicia on a 
continuous web, 20, of linerless tape for subsequent application to an article, the web, 
20, of linerless tape defined by a print side, 40, and an adhesive side, 42, the method 
comprising: providing a print head, 60, associated with a driven platen roller, 24; 
providing a driven roller, 82, the driven roller positioned adjacent the platen roller, 24, 
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downstream of the print head; providing a continuous web, 20, of linerless tape; see 
page 4, paragraphs 30-34 and Figures 1, 2 and 4a, extending the web, 20, of linerless 
tape along a tape path from the platen roller to the driven roller such that the platen 
roller contacts the adhesive side and the driven roller contacts the adhesive side; driving 
the platen roller to pull the web of linerless tape past the print head when the print head 
is printing indicia on the print side of the linerless tape; and driving the driven roller to 
pull a portion of the web of linerless tape from the platen roller when the print head is 
not printing indicia on the print side of the linerless tape. See page 6, paragraph 45. 

With respect to claims 32-33, Wood et al. teaches the adhesive side carries an 
adhesive, and the driven roller includes a contact surface for engaging the linerless 
tape, the contact surface being configured to minimize adhesion with the adhesive side 
by including a knurled surface for minimizing the surface area of the contact surface. 
See page 5, paragraph 40. 

With respect to claim 34, Wood et al. teaches a web of linerless tape having a 
thickness of less than about 90 microns. See page 5, paragraph 35. 

With respect to claim 35, Wood et al. teaches extending the web of linerless tape 
along a tape path includes establishing a wrap angle of linerless tape around the driven 
roller of between 10°-180°. See page 5, paragraph 36. 

With respect to claim 36, Wood et al. teaches the printing device is a thermal 
transfer printer and further includes a continuous ribbon disposed between the print 
head and the print side of the web of linerless tape. See page 4, paragraph 33. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wood et 
al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,577,199 to Saiki et al. 

Wood et al. teaches all that is claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 8, 29 
and 32-36 except for a belt connecting the driven roller and the driven platen roller, and 
a first drive motor for rotating either the platen roller or the driven roller. 

Saiki et al. teaches a printing apparatus having a belt, 11, connecting a driven 
roller, 6, a driven platen roller, 5, and a first drive motor, 10, for rotating the platen roller 
and the driven roller. See column 3, lines 57-59 and Figures 3 and .6 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use a belt, as in Saiki et al., to connect the platen roller and the driven 
roller to a first motor in order to directly transmit the power from the motor to the roller. 

11. Claims 10-12, 14-20 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wood et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,853,1 17 to Traise. 

With respect to claims 10 and 30, Wood et al. teaches all that is claimed, as in 
the above rejection of claims 8, 29 and 32-36 except for a first drive motor for rotating 
the driven platen roller and a second drive motor for rotating the driven roller. 
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Traise teaches an apparatus for feeding linerless labels having an infeed roller, 
12, driven by a first drive motor, M1, see column 3, lines 51-54,and an outfeed roller, 
30, driven by a second drive motor, M2. See column 3, line 65-column 4, line 6. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to drive the driven platen roller and driven roller of Wood et al. using first 
and second drive motors, as in Traise, in order to be able to separately control the 
speed and motion of the rollers. 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 31 , Wood et al. teaches the platen roller rotates at 
a first surface speed, and the driven roller rotates at a second surface speed, wherein 
the second surface speed is greater than or equal to the first surface speed. See page 
5, paragraph 38. 

Claims 12 and 14 are rejected along with claim 8, as they add no further 
structure to the apparatus claim. 

With respect to claims15-16, Wood et al. teaches that the adhesive side carries 
an adhesive, and the driven roller includes a contact surface for engaging the linerless 
tape, and the contact surface is configured to minimize adhesion with the adhesive side 
by including a knurled surface for minimizing a surface area of the contact surface. See 
page 5, paragraph 40. 

With respect to claim 17, Wood et al. teaches a web of linerless tape having a 
thickness of less than about 90 microns. See page 5, paragraph 35. 
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With respect to claim 18, Wood et al. teaches the driven roller is positioned 
relative to the platen roller to define a wrap angle of linerless tape along the platen roller 
between 10°-180°. See page 5, paragraph 36. 

With respect to claim 19, Wood et al. teaches the print head is a thermal transfer 
print head and the apparatus further comprises a ribbon, passed between the print head 
and the web of linerless tape for printing on the print side thereof. See page 4, 
paragraph 33. 

With respect to claim 20, Wood et al. teaches the platen roller is opposite the 
print head for supporting the linerless tape during a printing operation. See page 4, 
paragraph 32. 

12. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wood et 
al. in view of Traise as applied to claims 10-12, 14-20 and 30-31 above, and further in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 4,685,815 to Baranyi. 

Wood et al. and Traise teach all that is claimed, as in the above rejection of 
claims 10-12, 14-20 and 30-31 except that after the printer stops printing, the print head 
moves away from the platen roller. 

Baranyi teaches a printing apparatus having a print head, 20, that moves away 
from a platen roller, 22, after the printer stops printing. See column 5, lines 46-48 and 
column 6, lines 20-24. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the print head of Wood et al. to be movable, as in Baranyi 
so that the linerless tape can move past the print head when it is not printing. 

13. Claim 37 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wood et 
al. in view of Baranyi. 

Wood et al. teaches all that is claimed, as in the above rejection of claims 8, 29 
and 32-36 except that after the printer stops printing, the print head moves away from 
the platen roller. 

Baranyi teaches a printing apparatus having a print head, 20, that moves away 
from a platen roller, 22, after the printer stops printing. See column 5, lines 46-48 and 
column 6, lines 20-24. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the print head of Wood et al. to be movable, as in Baranyi so 
that the linerless tape can move past the print head when it is not printing. 

14. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wood et 
al. in view of Traise as applied to claims 10-12, 14-20 and 30-31 above, and further in 
view of Saiki et al. 

Wood et al. and Traise teach all that is claimed, as in the above rejection of 
claims 10-12, 14-20 and 30-31, except for a one-way clutch bearing in the driven platen 
roller; and a one-way clutch bearing in the driven roller. 
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Saiki teaches a one-way clutch bearing on the driven roller. See column 4, lines 

1-13. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to further modify the rollers of Wood et al. as modified by Traise, to both 
have a one-way clutch bearing so that they are only subjected to rotational torque when 
being moved in a forward direction. 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 5,035,521 to Stone, U.S. Patent No. 5,915,864 
to Austin et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,357,941 to Amano et al., and U.S. Patent No. 
6,652,172 to Wood et al. each teach an apparatus for printing on a continuous web 
having obvious similarities to the claimed subject matter. 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill E. Culler whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2159. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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